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Galena Becomes Rarden
In 1886, the population of the area known as Galena was 325. In June, a
petition was filed in Portsmouth to change the name to Rarden in honor of
Thomas Rarden, an early settler who died around 1817. There were many
names on the petition brought before the court. It succeeded, and thus
Rarden the village was formed. On January 10, 1891, Rarden township was
organized from a part of Brush Creek. With its formation, it became the
youngest township in Scioto County. After the township was formed, the
village of Rarden was no longer in Brush Creek Township but in Rarden
Township. 

Interested in more stories like this? Read the book 
Echo of Rarden History by Helen Christian!

1909 Postcard of Rarden from the 
Local History Department's Digital Collection



Who Am I?
Clue 1:

Our July/August Timeless Treasures is this black and white photo of the C. P. & V
railroad freight depot on the north side of the tracks at the corner of Waller and
Tenth Streets. The Cincinnati, Portsmouth, and Virginia Railroad later became the
Norfolk and Western.
View this image and many more at https://www.yourppl.org/history/ 
Have a timeless treasure of your own you'd like to share? Contribute images of
your local regional historic interest to our website!
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Clue 1: This town was laid out in 1799 and
had a very short life.
Clue 2: It was named for a town with the
same name in Virginia. 
Clue 3: This place was located by a man
named Alexander Parker. 
Clue 4: Once Portsmouth was built nearby,
many people began to move there,
abandoning this place.
Clue 5: A series of floods in the 1800s had
many abandoning the town. 

Clue 1: I was born in Madison County,
Missouri on June 4, 1857.
Clue 2: Both of my parents died before I
was 8 years old, and I was raised by my
Aunt Eleanor and Uncle Joseph Bogy.
Clue 3: At age 20, I became licensed to
practice law. 
Clue 4: In 1884, I moved to Greenville,
Illinois and married Anna Belle Tiffin. 
Clue 5: From 1886-1891, I was the Master-
Chancery there.
Clue 6: The next year, I resigned and
became the editor for the Portsmouth
Daily Times newspaper.

Timeless Treasure: 
C. P. & V. Railroad Freight Depot

*Franklin Furnace was built in 1826 by natives of New Hampshire.
*Madison Township was named after James Madison, the fourth 
U. S. President.
*The first school in Morgan Township was a log school house, built in
1823. 
*John Shope built the first mill in Vernon Township in 1816.
*Two of the earliest lawyers to begin practicing in Scioto County were
Thomas Scott and John S. Wills.
*The Webster Fire Brick Company was formed in Bloom Township in
1869.

A few fun facts about Scioto County!

Who am I?

Hold your copy up to a mirror to view the answer!

Answer in the next issue!

Do you know this place?
Did You Know...?



Forty-eight years ago today our

family were under fire in our

home in Yazoo City, Miss. when

the U. S. gunboats shelled the

revel battery located on the top

of the hill above our house. We

fled to the woods and spent the

day with other refugees.

Returned home after dark when

firing ceased. Three days later

we started north with the U. S.

Army and came to Ohio,

stopped at Grandfather Moore’s

until Sept. 7th when we came to

Portsmouth and have been here

ever since.

 

 

 

 

Last Issue's: 
"Do you know this place?"

July 13, 1911

Louisiana Moore Ricker 
Diary Entry

Diffen
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The Otway Canning Company
In 1920, a canning business was opened in Otway. It was only in operation during

the summer months: tomato growing season. It was located on Walnut Street,
running along Bloody Run. Inside, a steam engine was used for heating water. It
was ran by a fireman named Welsher Thompson during the three years that the
Canning Company was in operation. There was a single building with benches

along the inner walls and concrete floors. A small storage building was positioned
behind the canning factory. Both men and women worked in the factory, and the
local farmers were given tomato plants to grow. They were grown and stored in
crates, then moved into the tin cans. The farmers transported the tomatoes by
wagon. After this process, labels depicting a single large tomato were put onto

the cans by hand. Warehouses in Portsmouth bought the canned goods and
shipped them via the railroad. Two workers, Agnes Glendenning and Nellie Unger

peeled the factory's last tomatoes before it closed in 1923. 

This story, along with many others, can be found in 
Echo of Otway & Brush Creek Township History

 by Helen Christian

We are currently transcribing 
Louisiana Moore Ricker's diaries and uploading 
them to our digital collection for you to view!

Portsmouth Daily Times, 
September 20, 1916

Thursday, September 21, 1916
"Warmer, pleasant. Sprinkled in evening, 

then rained quite hard. "Buffalo Bill's" Wild West Show
passed our house in forenoon."

 

In September of 1916, the
Portsmouth Daily Times had

several articles detailing
how Buffalo Bill's show was
planning on visiting the city.

Louisiana briefly wrote
about when it passed by her

house on Fifth Street.



On January 20, 1909, the Portsmouth Daily Times ran an article claiming that a young girl named May Eales had  "developed
detective ability that ought to give her a niche in a Sherlock Holmes creation." According to the Times, May worked at the
Mitchell Manufacturing Company, and lived by the railroad terminals. One day, while she was at work, she had a muff stolen
from her. She reasoned that it was one of the girls she worked with at the factory. Knowing that groups of the factory girls
went out on Saturdays and Tuesdays, May decided to cruise by their usual favorite spots. She never went out with the girls on
those days and believed that the thief would wear her muff  because they would know she wouldn't be out with them. While
creeping her car up and down Chillicothe Street, May finally saw the culprit wearing her muff. It was indeed one of her
coworkers. May went home and said nothing to the girl until the next morning.
May arrived at work and moved into a section in the factory close to where the thief was working. She cleared her throat and
declared, "Some girl in this department has got my muff. If it is not returned in an hour, Chief Baucus will be after the thief." A
short time after May announced this, one of the girls asked to be excused so she could go se a doctor. "She fooled the foreman
but not Sleuth May," (Times). Upon learning of the girls' departure, May followed her to her home. As soon as the door was shut,
she rapped on it. When it was opened, May said "turn over that muff, or else go with me to the station."
The Times reported that May was wearing the muff when she came into the office to tell the story.

Local Mystery: Girl Becomes Her Own Sleuth
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Another Mystery: Odd Story is Shown by Marriage Record
On January 28, 1909, Carey Moore, an 18-year old shoe worker from the West End, applied for a marriage license to marry
Bessie Adams, age 16. Since both were under age, they needed the consent of a parent or guardian for the license. Knowing of
this, the prospective groom came with written consent from his father and the girl's mother. However, when glancing at the last
name scribbled onto the written consent, the judge noticed that the girl's mother's last name was the same as the applicant:
Moore. To explain this, Moore told the judge that the girl's mother was also his sister-in-law. The judge was surprised by this,
seeing as the two Moore brothers then would be courting a mother and daughter. However, that wasn't the only surprising thing
about this case. The reporter for the Portsmouth Daily Times decided to do some more research. He looked up the marriage
record for the older couple, Carey Moore's brother, Phillip, and his wife. The reporter found that they got married on December
20, 1905, and the bride was 21 years old. So, now she would be 24. If this woman was the supposed mother of Carey Moore's
bride to be, who was 16, then her mother would have had her when she was 8 years old. This left the reporter scratching his
head. This is just an example of how someone doing genealogy on this family would have to use several different records to
figure out information and piece the life stories together.


