
 

 

CHRISTMAS 

 TRIVIA 

Contact Us 
 

Local History Department 
Portsmouth Public Library 

1220 Gallia Street 
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 

 
Phone: (740) 354-5304 

 
E-mail: 

localhistory@yourppl.org 

  

This Portsmouth Daily Times article from                    

August of 1897  talks about one of the                           

mysterious fires that occurred around                       

Franklin Furnace and the possible causes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have the Portsmouth Times on microfilm from  1858 to 

2010. After 2010, we have them scanned on our computers.  

You can also search on our in-house database 

https:access.newspaperarchive.com/ 

 

 

Did you know… 

Some of the most popular 

gifts of the 19th Century 

were fruits, nuts, and        

candy? 

Children's  letters to Santa 

used to be printed in the 

newspaper? 

In the 1900’s, Teddy Bears 

were the most requested 

gift and are still the most 

popular stuffed toy? 

Crayons were created in 

1903? 

Donate a toy to the              

Local History Toy Drive         

during November and        

December! Donated toys 

will go to Scioto County 

Children Services. 
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The Time Traveler 
Portsmouth Past and Present 

BY KAITLIN SETTY  

Welcome to the fourth edition of The Time Traveler: Portsmouth Past 

and Present!  Our goal is to bring Scioto County, Ohio’s past to life 

through engaging articles, archives, and images that residents can be 

proud to share today. Be on the lookout for our next  issue in January 

of 2019! 

FORGOTTEN HISTORY: LOCAL BOY’S ACCOUNT OF THE 
FIRST WORLD WAR ON THE PACIFIC OCEAN 
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Story continued on page 3 

“In late 1914, the fields of 

Northern France and      

Flanders were ripped open 

as World War One raged 

through Europe's heart. 

Once the conflict was over 

the poppy was one of the  

only plants to grow on the 

otherwise barren battle-

fields.”  

Source: BBC website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The poppy would be a           

symbol for remembering, 

especially after John  

McCrae  wrote the famous 

poem  “In Flanders Field.” 

On April 6, 1917, the United States officially entered the 
first World War. Men rushed to join the armed forces,     
eager to demonstrate their  patriotism. The men of Scioto 
County were no different. The Portsmouth Daily Times 
printed many stories chronicling those that had gone to 
Europe to fight.  Some articles contained letters exchanged 
between family members and soldiers. One such article 
was a letter sent to  Miss Mary Ruth who lived on Sixth 
Street. It was published in the Portsmouth Daily Times on         
October 21, 1918. The letter was from Preston Sheppard, a 
young man from Scioto County who enlisted on May 2, 
1917, as a cook in the Merchant Marines.  He was sent to 
Boston for training, and then promoted to chief steward. 
In his letter to Mary Ruth, he describes an exciting  tale of 



 

 

 

Clue #1: I was born in 
Greenup, Kentucky on 
April 19, 1883. 

 
Clue #2: I was a  
      Lieutenant– Colonel       

and served during 
WWI. 

 
Clue #3: I died from 

wounds received on 
September 27, 1918 in 
the Battle of Meuse-
Argonne. I was only 
thirty five years old.  

  

Clue # 4: I was buried at 

the Commune of Chateau 

de Salvange Froides 

(Meuse) in France. 

 

Clue # 5 In 1919 American 

Legion Post 23 was           

created in my honor. 

 

FROM THE VAULT: THIS ISSUE’S 
TIMELESS   TREASURE 

WHO AM I? 

Our October/November/December   
Timeless Treasure is this photo of the 
Portsmouth Fire Department’s hand 
drawn steamer and hose reel in the late 
1790’s. The image is scanned from Paul 
O’Neill’s collection. Access this and    
thousands of other  timeless treasures via 
our Local History Online Digital              
Collection,  available for  the public to 
view 24/7 at  

https://www.yourppl.org/history/. 

 

Have a Timeless Treasure of your own  
you would like to share? Contribute       
images of your regional  historical interest 
items at  

https://www.yourppl.org/history/
contribution.  

 

Hold your copy of The Time 

Traveler up to a mirror and 

the answer will magically 

appear below! 

Ohio Roster Books For 

WWI 

The Local History Department 

has a set of books listing the 

soldiers and marines from 

Ohio that served during the 

first World War. 

Come see if one of your  

ancestors is listed! 

 

 

FEATURED RESEARCH 

TOOL 

 Portsmouth Fire Department        

History  

 Saturday, October 27, 2018    

at 1 pm  

Local Author Dave Fannin will 

speak and have a book signing! 

  

  

  

  

 

ABOVE:  French Battle ship 

cruiser similar to the one Preston 

Sheppard mentions. (1915-1918) 

 Source: Navalhistory.net website  

“the thrilling escape of a ship on which he 
was    going to France when encountered by 
a U-Boat” in 1918. Sheppard talks about 
sailing on July 24, 1918 from New York 
Harbor on the U. S. Jonancy for France. 
The ship was a part of a convoy made up of 
twenty others. They only had one old 
French cruiser for protection as the journey 
was not thought to be dangerous. However, 
on August 7, 1918 danger would come to 
the travelers. Sheppard claims there were 
suddenly “three sharp reports” followed by 
“heavy clouds of smoke” surrounding the 
French cruiser. Particles splashed in the 
water, exploding from the French ship’s 
side. It was determined that the cruiser had 
been hit by a torpedo from a German U-
Boat. Unfortunately, more than forty men 
aboard the French ship lost their lives as it 
began to sink into the water. A few minutes 
after the disaster, Sheppard says the tall 
tower of an enemy U-boat submarine 
emerged about two hundred miles away. 
The gun crews fired shots at the sub, but 
almost instantly it vanished. Minutes later, 
it surfaced again, closer this time and was 
fired upon with the weapons on the U. S.  
ships. This time, the guns were able to hit 
the enemy vessel, making a “hole four feet 
wide in diameter” in the side. The U-boat 
quickly sank making the rescuing of the 
French cruiser the top priority.  

Life boats were pulled from the choppy   
water in an effort to save the French sail-
ors. Twenty in total were rescued. After get-
ting the men onboard, the U. S. Jonancy, 
along with the rest of the convoy, sped 
away from the scene leaving the cruiser and 
the sub to sink to the bottom of the ocean.       
Sheppard tells about trying to find dry 
clothing and food for the survivors. They 
were given “bread and coffee” by their U. S. 
rescuers. Although a seemingly calm came 
over the convoy, the enemy was not quite 
finished with the ships traveling from Bos-
ton. Two more vessels were sunk in the 
night by enemy subs. Preston claims that 
no one was able to sleep throughout the  
entire night, being too amped up from the 
terror on the sea.  

Due to the sinking of the French cruiser, the 

entire convoy was unprotected the following 

day until two American Destroyers met them 

to escort them to France. They arrived at the 

port of La Rochelle two days later and led their 

“rescued party to the greatly amazed French 

Naval Officer.” 

Sheppard says the men could not believe the 

heroism that the U. S. ships exhibited, as there 

was a great risk of their own ships sinking as 

they attempted to rescue the French survivors. 

The U. S. convoy was “received royally by the 

French people,” especially when they learned 

that the enemy sub had been sunk.   

 

ABOVE: German U-Boat submarine similar to the one 

Sheppard mentions attacking the U. S. Convoy.  

Source: abc news website, article about sunken WWI subs 


